
Summer 2005 - Edition 1

A fresh new
look for 2005 

Welcome to this first edition of the ERA Link, which
pulls together the ERA Retail Link and the CPO Link.
By doing this we hope to improve the quality of our
publication and also bring together all parties
playing vital roles in reducing crime throughout
Great Britain.

As always we hope to keep you informed of new
products and innovations. In this edition you’ll find
features on ERA’s new BS3621:2004 products,
which are designed to meet the latest British
Standards.

This edition also contains many sections that we
hope will become regular features such as company
profiles. This month we profile a hardware retailer
and a composite door manufacturer. 

As always, we want the magazine to be based around you, the reader, so please keep
letting us know your views, we value, encourage and enjoy your input. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you continued success and prosperity for the second half
of  2005 and beyond.
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ERA’s Marathon Men)

In April, ERA

were very proud

to have two of

our employees

competing in this

year’s London

Marathon event.

Product Manager, Dave Tiller ran in

aid of Guide Dogs for The Blind and

ERA Sales Agent Jon Peach ran for

The Bobby

Moore Fund. 

Both lads

finished in good

times and raised

much needed

funds for their

respective charities.
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Inside this issue:

Dave Hill, MD
We thought we would

take this opportunity

to introduce you to

ERA’s new

Operations Director,

Jeff Deeprose. 

Jeff joined us in

January and has

settled in well with his feet now firmly

under his desk. Jeff’s role is to oversee

manufacturing within ERA’s factory.

DON’T MISS IT
ERA’s Innovative Electronic Multi-Point

‘Access Control Lock’ will be at:

Building & Construction Expo

(The Hargould Exhibitions)

venues throughout the country.  

More info: 01922 490000.

Meet the Operations Director 



ERA’s New Product Range
Establishing a Fortress for Europe

• Pull and twist action to 
reverse the Sashbolt

• 20mm Bolt Throw, up 
6mm on BS3621:1998

ERA maintains status as

UK’s leading manufacturer

of mortice locks with the

launch of the new, high

security, Fortress range.

Designed to meet the new European

standard requirement BS EN 12209, the

Fortress range also complies with the new

BS3621:2004 standard to meet the

exacting demands of insurance companies

and the Police endorsed Secured by

Design programme. 

Higher security levels are delivered by a

20mm bolt throw on every lock and

deadbolts with four hardened rollers

protect against drilling and hacksawing. 

The new lock will be available in brass,

satin and ERA’s new chrome effect finish.
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• 4 Hardened Steel 
Rollers prevent 
hacksawing 
and drilling
up from 2 on 
BS3621:1998

• Newly 
designed 
internal parts 
including new 
levers and cam

• Suitable for
unsprung 
handles

AVAILABLE JULY 2005

Dave Hill’s Exhibition Diary
Master Locksmiths Regional Exhibit ion - G-Mex

This the Master Locksmiths Association exhibition, held in
Manchester over 3 days, was very successful for ERA.

It was well attended by locksmiths from around the UK and
Ireland who were able to see a number of new initiatives from
ERA (see panel opposite). 

NMBS Exhibit ion - Telford

This one-day exhibition was again well attended. The main
interest was shown in the ironmongery display unit and
polybagged packaging.

The ERA stand was busy throughout the day with a record
number of orders taken on the stand.

New ERA init iatives on show at the exhibit ions

• The first-time showing of the new multi-point lock 2-foot

merchandiser unit, specifically designed for the locksmith.

• Pop-it, the new ERA child-safety product designed to help prevent

children from opening those kitchen cupboards and drawers we’d

rather they couldn’t. This product drew so much interest that all we

need now are some distributors to sell to the locksmiths!

• The new ironmongery display unit, using tilt front boxes for fast

product identification and sealed polybag packaging containing

product and screws together demonstrated the range’s 

significant ‘ease of use’ advantage.

• Our latest new products (see above and opposite).

I attended all 4 days of these 2 exhibitions and it gave me great feedback on both ERA and today’s market conditions.The opportunity for ERA to

hear firsthand about locksmith’s experiences with ERA locks and other security products is always priceless. The customer remains king at ERA.



www.era-security.com

Improved
Nightlatch
Range

3

New High Security Nightlatch

The new nightlatch provides additional
security through a cylinder that has
protection from being drilled, and a
20mm bolt throw for greater strength.
Would-be intruders will be frustrated
further by the automatically
deadlocking latch; which makes the
use of a credit card to force entry
virtually impossible. 

As with the ERA double locking nightlatch,
the internal arm can be independently
locked for added security especially on
glass panel doors.

The look of the new lock is enhanced by
a new body shape with the case
available in four finishes; brass,
polished chrome, satin chrome and
satin nickel.

ERA is launching a high security nightlatch that conforms to the new British
Standard 3621:2004 (BSEN 12209) and meets the tough criteria laid down by the
insurance companies and the Police endorsedSecured by Design

The new lock, with the option of
having deadlocking or non-
deadlocking facility on the external
cylinder, has a newly designed lock
body with larger footprints to hide any
existing marks on the door. 

The button for holding the latch
back has also been moved to the
body of the lock as opposed to

being on the handle to eliminate
it’s accidental operation.

The nightlatch is available in standard
(60mm) and narrow (40mm) sizes
with four case finishes; brass, satin,
chrome and white.

AVAILABLE AUGUST 2005

ERA is providing
more choice for
customers with the
introduction of an
upgraded dual
function nightlatch

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2005



Before Christmas Staffordshire police ran
a campaign to highlight the problem of
doors left unlocked. In the scheme
officers gained entry to households
through unlocked doors and obtained a
set of keys (which were later returned to
the householder!) to demonstrate the
size of the issue.

This is a particular problem on PVCu
doors and other doors with a Multi-Point
Lock. These doors require positive
action to be taken to secure them after
someone has entered, this is of course
not the case with a nightlatch which
locks after you as you shut the door. 

This problem can be overcome by
fitting a split spindle to MPL’s. This
means the door will lock on the latch

every time you close it, making it
inaccessible from outside without a
key. From the inside the door operates
no differently; if the door is not locked
by the key the handle will open the
door as always. 

With an ERA MPL a split spindle can

be purchased and fitted with no need

to change the lock in handles. THIS IS

NOT NECESSARILY THE CASE  FOR

OTHER BRANDS OF MPL.

When ordering an ERA MPL a split

spindle must be purchased separately.

Retailers who wish to stock ERA split

spindles can contact their supplier or

ERA sales on 01922 490000.

Securing your home 
From the Policemen!

Sustainable
and Secure
Buildings Act
The Sustainable and Secure Buildings
Act received Royal Assent in September
2004 and came into force on 16th
November 2004.

It was a private members bill introduced
by Andrew Stunnell in January 2004
and amends the building regulations so
that security measures are considered.  
In future it will be likely that new builds,
renovations or extensions will require
“good quality” locks. 

The office of the Deputy Prime Minister
and the Home Office are to discuss what
will term good / minimum security levels.
When these are determined there will
also be public consultation on the issues.
Until then they will continue to encourage
improved levels of security in the building
industry. 

Of course at ERA we will continue to
promote good levels of security and
encourage people to check the
capabilities of their current locks. It has
long been a requirement of insurance
companies for British Standard locks to
be fitted and it’s advisable that everyone
checks both their policy and their locks.
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On 21st April the Office of National
Statistics produced it’s quarterly crime
update combining the data from the
British Crime Survey and police reported
crime data. 

As a wise man once said….

“statistics: the only science that
enables different experts using the
same figures to draw different
conclusions.” 

….With this in mind we’ve decided to look
at the big picture and not get dragged into
the quagmire of specific figures and
percentages.

If we’ve understood the report correctly, it
seems that domestic burglary is
significantly down but what’s caused this
and how will it affect the security products
industry? One theory could be that
criminals are focusing on other types of
‘modern’ crime. We know that identity
theft is on the increase and with an ever-
increasing number of internet-users
computer crime is rising. 

Another argument, the one that I think
professionals will be keener to take up, is
that homeowners have taken greater
measures to secure their homes with a
wide range of top-level security available
at affordable prices and a plethora of

information and advice coming at them
from all angles. So maybe criminals aren’t
choosing to resort to hi-tech crime,
perhaps they’re being forced to.

Given the above argument, does the
future look bleak for security products and
does the market have a limited lifespan?
We at ERA Products don’t believe this, as is
evidenced by the new products we feature
in this issue, the future simply lies in
constant innovation to try and keep ahead
of the criminal threat. If the market were to
stagnate we would be handing over the
advantage. This is why ERA will continue to
bring new security solutions to market to
help keep the statistics favourable.

Crime Statist ics Overview 



www.era-security.com 5

In the Christmas edition of the ERA
Link we featured Burglar Bill and his
attempts to break in to a house
protected by ERA Products. 

In this issue we highlight the features
of the innovative SecuStrip. SecuStrip
provides simple and effective
protection against the jemmying of
doors (crowbar attack). SecuStrip is
ideal for all external doors including

rebated fire doors. All SecuStrips
come with protected fixings and with
Type 2, all fixings are concealed.
SecuStrips are available in White,
Brown or Clear Galvanized finishes.
SecuStrip is easy to fit and also acts as
a draught excluder. 

SecuStrips are cut to fit standard door
sizes but can also provide vital
protection for windows as well. There

are 3 types of SecuStrip for different
door styles, handings and opening
directions. SecuStrip carries the
Secured by Design accreditation. 

For more information on
SecuStrip contact your supplier or
ERA sales on 01922 490000 or
Email info@era-security.com

Type 1 - For Inward
Opening Doors

Type 2 - For Inward
Opening Doors

Type 3 - For Outward
Opening Doors

Dawning of New ERA
Since it’s introduction in 2001 ERA has
seen continued growth in it’s Multi-Point
Lock (MPL) business. ERA are now one
of the largest manufacturers of MPL’s in
the UK, demonstrating the ability to
produce high volumes at low cost whilst
still maintaining the quality that ERA is
renowned for. 

The growing popularity amongst
fabricators of the MPL means that the
hardware industry must evolve.

Where before locksmiths could be an
expert on mortice locks and nightlatches
they now must learn the complexities of
an MPL and the workings of the required
euro cylinder. The same goes for all
involved in home security where as with
mortice locks and nightlatches it is
BS3621 people were advised to look 

out for, on a MPL people must now be

aware of PAS23 and PAS24 standards. 

Darren Wainwright who works on

hardware applications for ERA’s MPL has

seen an increase in demand for bespoke

MPL’s on many different profiles, from

simple doors to stable doors. This shows

the extent to which the door industry has

adopted the MPL. Demand in the market

for MPL’s on new doors will inevitably

filter through to the replacement market.

ERA now offer individual lock kits so

tradesmen can buy single locks for jobs as

and when they are required. 

For more information contact ERA
sales on 01922 490000 or
info@era-security.com.




